Chapter XXI!
RUSSIA, THE COUNTRY WHOSE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION
PREVENTED HER FROM FINDING OUT WHETHER
SHE WAS PART OF EUROPE OR OF ASIA
IxussiA occupies one-seventh of all the dry land of our planet, it
is more than twice as large as the whole of Europe, and three times
as large as the United States, and it has as many inhabitants as the
four biggest countries of Europe combined.
The Russian State, more than any other country I can think of,
is a product of its physical background. It has never been quite
able to make up its mind whether it wanted to be a part of Europe
or of Asia. These mixed emotions caused a conflict of civilizations,
and this conflict of civilizations is responsible for the present con-
dition of affairs. All of which I hope to make clear with the help
of a very simple map.
But first let us try to answer the question, is Russia a European
nation or an Asiatic one ? For the sake of argument suppose that
you belonged to the tribe of the Chukchi and were living on the
shores of the Bering Strait and that you did not like the life you
were leading (for which I would not blame you, for it is pretty
poor pickings in that frozen corner of eastern Siberia) and suppose
that you decided you would follow Horace Greeley's advice and go
west. And suppose that you were not much of a mountaineer and
decided to stick to the flat plains of your childhood days. Well,
you could walk west for a couple of years without any hindrances
except that you would be forced to swim .a dozen very wide rivers.
In the end you would of course find yourself face to face with the
Ural Mountains. But these Ural Mountains, which on all maps arc
shown as the dividing line between Asia and Europe, are not really
much of an obstacle, for the first Russian explorers who moved
into Siberia (fugitives from justice, but elevated to the dignity of